
 

 

Book Review by Mark Forecast.  ANARE 1965, ô67 ô69. 

ñSurviving Erebus ï An Antarctic Adventure onboard Her Majestyôs Ships Erebus and Terrorò               

is an unusual and wonderful account of one of the ólast of the great polar sailing voyagesô. 

The Author, John Barell, without losing any authority or historical and geographical accuracy has produced a 

powerful rollicking good tale of adventure in the unforgiving oceans of the Antarctic.  Barell, with skillful 

literary license, slips in a wisp of fiction and some lovable óFictitious Crew Membersô  including the hero, 

stowaway David (Davey) Smythe, who narrates the epic adventures in the first person.  

Once the reader acclimatizes to Daveyôs Canterbury slang and accent, which is another of Barellôs genius to 

properly bring out Daveyôs super personality, one thirsts for more and ócanôt put the book downô.   (It took me 

but three pages).  

When Davey is discovered as a stowaway, the story almost ends before it begins with the Bosun Mate, Bagley 

(the villain) wanting to keelhaul him or just throw him over board.  The Surgeon and then Captain Ross appear 

in the nick of time (after Davey is almost drowned), recognize Daveyôs ingenuity in staying hidden for four 

days and his ñseaworthy looksò and give him a chance to prove himself. 


